












United States Forest Inyo National Forest Mammoth Ranger Station 
Department of Service P.O. Box 148 
Agriculture Mammoth Lakes, CA 93546 

(760) 924-5500 
(760) 924-5531 TDD 

File Code: * 
Date: July 24, 2007 

David Kessler 
Regional Environmental Protection Specialist 
Federal Aviation Administration 
P.O. Box 92007 
Los Angeles, CA. 
90009-2007 

Mr. Kessler, 

The Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is preparing an Environmental Impact Statement 
(ElS) for the proposed approval of modifications to Horizon Air's Operations Specifications to 
Accommodate Proposed Scheduled Air Service into Mammoth Yosemite Airport (MMH), 
Mammoth Lakes, California. Section 4(f) of the U.S. Department of Transportation Act (DOT 
Act) requires that the ElS consider impacts to significant publicly owned recreation areas. 

For the purpose of satisfying Section -hO requirements, FAA has proposed the recreation sites 
listed below to be included in its Noise Screening Assessment. I concur that these recreation 
sites are representative of the various recreation use areas of the Inyo National Forest and should 
be included in the FAA's Noise Screening Assessment: 

• Sawmill Campground 
• Big Tress Campground 
• Iris Meadow Campground 
• Convict Lake Campground 
• Devils Postpile Lookout 
• Minaret Vista 
• Cattleguard Campground (Boulder Campground currently closed) 
• Silver Lake 
• John Muir Trail- Garner Lake 
• Mono Lake Lookout 

I find that these recreation areas provide an adequate sample for estimating the potential noise 
impacts of aircraft overflights associated with the proposal. I find that no additional recreation 
areas are required in the Noise Screening Assessment. 
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In accordance with Section 4(f) I find that the following recreation sites are significant in that a 
quiet setting is a generally recognized feature and attribute: 

• Devils Postpile Lookout 
• Minaret Vista 
• Silver Lake 
• John Muir Trail- Garnet Lake 
• Mosquito Flats Campground 
• North Lake Campground 

If you require additional information, please contact Jonathan Cook-Fisher at the Mammoth
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US Dept of Transportation 
Federal Aviation Administration 
PO Box 92007 
Los Angeles, CA  90009-2007 
 
Attn:  Dave Kessler 
 
Dear Mr. Kessler: 
 
The following information is in response to your inquiry dated May 9, 2007 requesting 
information about public lands resources as it relates to the proposed air service to the 
Mammoth Lakes airport. 
 
Generally speaking, the public lands under our administration are managed to maintain 
semi-primitive settings and experiences for the many visitors who recreate on the public 
lands.  The semi-primitive application provides vast settings of landscapes available to all 
recreation users where the public lands contain little to no facilities to guide or manage 
their experience.  We strongly advocate self-exploration, self-inquiry, and self-discovery 
of the experiences public lands can offer.  Part of the semi-primitive experience is to 
maintain the area’s stillness and solitude to the greatest extent practicable.  We request 
you consider this management philosophy in your upcoming EIS. 
 
In review of your inquiry, the second page provides a table of various BLM sites located 
in the area of potential effect (APE).  I noticed the table introduction identifies them as 
representative sites.  I wish to point out that additional sites exist on public lands in the 
APE, not shown on the table, such as several popular bouldering areas, wilderness study 
areas, as well as hot springs/tub recreation sites - - -  the first two are located in the 
Volcanic Tableland area, immediately south and east of the airport.  The hot tub 
recreation sites are located in Long Valley, the APE around the airport itself.  Quietness 
plays a major role in the experience visitors anticipate when using these areas. 
 
The following identifies the sites and relevant issues to be considered in your upcoming 
analysis: 
 
 
 
 

   
C A R I N G  F O R  T H E  L A S T  V E S T I G E  O F  W I L D  C A L I F O R N I A  

C O N S E R V A T I O N ,  E D N ,  P A R T N E R S H I P S  



Cultural Resources 
 
Insofar as cultural resources are concerned, the Volcanic Tableland contains numerous 
prehistoric and some historic sites of importance.  Two sites are currently listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places (NRHP).  Some of  the more important and public 
visited sites such Chidago Petroglyph Site, Red Rock Canyon, Chalfant, Yellowjacket, 
and other unmentioned sites play a contextual role in the overall regional archeology 
which may lead to other NHRP eligibility nominations in the future. 
 
Throughout the year, many rock art aficionados frequently visit the aforementioned sites.  
Part of the experience they seek is the quiet that embraces the area’s remoteness and 
sense of vastness in the Volcanic Tableland.  The area’s stillness plays a pivotal role in 
maximizing the value of the outdoor experience they seek.  Overall, we estimate these 
archeological/recreational sites receive several thousand visitors per year.  I would also 
like to request that you contact the Bishop Paiute Tribe in Bishop and the Utu Utu Gwaitu 
Paiute Tribe in Benton, California to gain their perspectives of these sites, which 
represent their cultural and spiritual heritage. 
 
For further information and locations, please contact Kirk Halford, our lead Archeologist 
at 760-872-5030 or by email at khalford@blm.gov. 
 
Other Identified Recreation Resources 
 
Besides the petroglyph sites, additional recreation resources identified in your inquiry 
include Horton Creek Campground, Red Rock Canyon, the Volcanic Tableland, Crowley 
Lake Campground, Chalk Bluff, and the Fish Slough Area of Critical Environmental 
Concern (ACEC).  An additional site you identified, the Owen’s Valley Native Fish 
Sanctuary, lies in the Fish Slough ACEC but is actually owned by the City of Los 
Angeles Dept. of Water and Power.  The points presented below about the Fish Slough 
ACEC apply to the Fish Sanctuary as well. 
 
Campgrounds 
 
Obviously, the two campgrounds accommodate campers, many who lounge in the 
campground during their stay, while others fish, hike, climb, tour, etc., the eastern Sierra 
as part of their camping experience.  Horton received about 2,500 campers, Crowley 
about 1000 visitors in 2006.  Both campers draw visitors from throughout the country 
while Horton attracts more European visitors because of its proximity to premier 
bouldering and climbing areas. 
 
The value of quiet likely plays an important role in the campers’ experience although 
Crowley Lake Campground campers , due to its proximity to highways, etc., might 
expect the experience to be noisier than Horton Creek Campground.  Horton Creek 
Campground is more isolated, physically embraced by broad scenic vistas where human 
sounds of civilization are nonexistent. 
 



 
Volcanic Tableland   
 
The Volcanic Tableland, which includes Chalk Bluff and the Fish Slough ACEC, is a 
broad volcanic desert plateau interspersed by long north-south linear fault scarps.  The 
area totals some 50,000 acres.  We estimate the area, including several bouldering sites 
sprinkled throughout the Tableland, receives about 32,000 visitors per year.  A primitive 
campground, known as the Pleasant Valley Pit Campround, is located on the southwest 
edge of the Tableland.  This campground was created around 1999 to accommodate the 
large increase in camping demand that occurred as a result of the area’s newly found 
bouldering popularity in the Tableland.  This campground received about 11,000 campers 
in 2006, predominantly climbers from throughout the United States as well as other 
countries. 
 
Visitors to the Tableland generally consist of rock climbers, commercial livestock trail 
drives, hikers, vehicle users, campers, etc.  The Fish Slough ACEC serves as living 
laboratory of nationally designated endangered wildlife species as well as plants.  Within 
these nationally protected habitats, the ACEC is locally significant, at the very least.  
Education programs commonly occur in the ACEC for local and out of area students and 
teachers. 
 
Additionally, several bouldering sites such as Happy and Sad Boulders, located in the 
Tableland are world renowned, attracting foreign tourists from many countries.  
 
Finally, most of the Tableland is designated as Wilderness Study Areas (WSAs).  
Comprising four distinct units, the Tableland contained the prerequisite wilderness values 
of outstanding opportunities for solitude that strongly contributed to the designation of 
the WSAs.  Although “outside sights and sounds impacts” such as aircraft, highways, etc. 
are not a determinant factor in designation of these areas as wilderness, we request you 
consider the role solitude, or quietness, plays in the physical setting of the Tableland and 
the experience of visitors to the area.  The WSAs would be considered nationally 
significant if Congress designates them wilderness in the future. 
 
For further information and locations, please contact Diana Pietrasanta, our Recreation 
Planner at 760-872-5028 or by email at diana_pietrasanta@blm.gov. 
 
 
Other Recreation Resources Not Identified 
 
The Long Valley area contains several BLM hot tub recreation sites located 
approximately several miles from the Mammoth Lakes airport facility.  The hot tub 
recreation sites are popular.  One, Wild Willies, experienced some 30,000 visitors in 
2006.  Quietness plays an essential role in the experience hot tub users anticipate when 
using these facilities in the area.  All the hot tubs are located “off the beaten path”, where 
the sights and sounds of manmade facilities is nonexistent further enhancing the role 
solitude plays in the recreation experience.  These sites are not designated nationally 



significant although they contribute to the diversity of outstanding semi-primitive 
recreation opportunities in the eastern Sierra region.  They should be considered in your 
noise screening assessment. 
  
For further information, please contact Diana Pietrasanta, our Recreation Planner at 760-
872-5028 or by email at diana_pietrasanta@blm.gov. 
 
Conclusion 
 
As described above, BLM manages numerous resources in the APE where quietness 
plays a role in the use of  the public lands.  Recreation is a primary driving force of the 
local economy which is based on semi-primitive recreation management, intact habitats, 
unmarred scenery, and the vast isolation that pervades much of the eastern Sierra.  We 
would encourage any future commercial flights through the Owens Valley use air space 
primarily above existing infrastructure developments.  This means routing commercial air 
travel above the U.S, Highway 395 corridor or above the major utility power lines lacing 
portions of the Valley.  This would confine the sights and sounds of commercial aviation 
to the least disruptive area of influence to area visitors.  
 
Thank you for keeping us aware of your progress.  If you have any further general 
questions, please contact Joe Pollini, our Assistant Field Manager, at 760-972-5020 or by 
email at jpollini@blm.gov. 
 
 
 
    Sincerely, 
 
 
 
    Bill Dunkelberger 
    Field Manager 
 
 
CC:  Diana Pietrasanta - BLM 
        Kirk Halford        -  BLM 
        Terry Russi          -  BLM  




















